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Histon . the term devpite its apparent innocence and simplicity eludes a clear-cut definition In ¢
COm vﬁtnwmi sonse histony means the events which happened sometime in ih(? past. But hmmy Caney
e roduced into mere past events, dead and buried, rather it is a grow ing entity, a dynamic Pmcesg‘;
vontinuum which has its origin in a bygone time, continues and mﬂuc‘nccs the current period and
stretches out into a forthcoming tomorrow. One thing which is more difficult than giving a Mitting
detinition to history is the process of transforming it to a coherent narralin:, l! ism_ringraphy or w,‘m"i
ot histony is therefore a complex process that demands a great degree of objectivity as it Provides 5
standpoint from which significant events are observed and analyzed. The complexity arises when the
writer of history cannot dispense with subjectivity in the interpretation of outwardly objective facts. In
such a dead lock situation the writer of history chooses subjective interpretive methods and this
accounts for the interface between history and literature, more precisely fiction. Fiction and ity
different techniques including the process of narration, narrative elements, characterization and other
tropes have often been used by historians for constructing 'histories’ and authors of literary works yge
historical facts in fictional works to produce alternative histories. Postmodern historical theorists like
Hayvden White have insisted on writing history using the method of fiction. For the postmodem fiction
writers, history is an indispensable element in their works. A host of other emerging historians resort
1o writing history in the garb of fiction. A number of hybrid forms like historical fiction, fictional
hstory, historiographic fiction and many others have cropped up from this lawfiul liaison between
fiction and history. Yet another genre of writing which is fiction and history simultaneously is on the
rise in contemporary Indian literary topography. This paper is an attempt to analyze this new genre, its
idiosyncratic features and possibilities based on the celebrated work The Last Mughal: The Fall ofa
dynasty, Delhi, 1857 by William Dalrymple.

Key words- history-facts- objectivity- fiction-reality- subjectivity- narrative- historiography.

leaving its mark upon all the intermittent episodes.
Another major challenge that a writer ofhistory in his / her effort to preserve these vital events,
confronts is 10 find an ample method for documenting them without tampering its factuality'.

*Factuality refers (o the state of being real sl - " fact i : ,
ite gty 8 real or truthful. The concept of factuality in a narrative, both
literary :ﬁd historical is a complex one and it may give rise 10 Questions of ontological and
gical nature,

You -
Ournal OszVlkulagum Kalidas Sanskrit Ug{yersit}«, Ramtek Page | 168



PRATHIBHA-PC
Highlight


