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\ ~~lrt(1 
\ h \.h"f~. 1hr term \i('p1tc ,1~ apparent 11111\)CCll l.'.C :ind "im pl il.: ily cl~•dc~. n d cm -c1ri <lefi~u it'!n. lrt. tt!.t , f,n \ \"'1\lh'fl.ll " n"· hi,1vr~ mc.1n~ the l' ' cn1~ "hk h hnppcncd !lomc111n_c tn th~ pasr. But hrstn, y t~rw, ~- f'C'JU\.X'\J into 111c,\: 1, 1:-1 c\Cnli.. Jc:1d and buried. rnthr~ it is u gro_\, mg cnt,ty. o dy nntnic Pf Otes,, 1 

._._,ntmm1m " hil.'h ha~ ib ,,rigin in 11 bygone time. continues and mllucnccs the currt nt period lll\d ,1rctchc,; ,"llt into a fonhcl,ming t0rnorro" . One thing which is more ~iffic1'.lt tl~an giving a fitting ..kfim1ioo 10 h1sw.r~ i,- the process of tr:msfimning it lo a coherent nnrmt1v~. H_1stl~rt?grap~y or wri1ing f it h t'>h.~ i!- thcn.' forc a cl,mplcx process th:11 demands 11 grcal degree ot ob_1cct1v,1y as 11 provideu ,t.1odpom1 t'n,m " hid1 ~ignificanl events arc obscn1cd and analyzed . The complexity arises ..., hen th( "ritt-r ,, fhi MM~ cannot di spense with subjecti\'ity in the interpretation of outwardly objective facts. In ~u.:h a dead l<Xk si1uation the writer of histor) d1ooses subjective interpretive methods and tM, .1c,xrunL~ for the interface between history and literature. more precisely fiction . Fiction and its diffcrc-n1 techniques including the proct:ss of narration. narrative elements, characterization and other tropes h:n c often been used by historians for constructing 'histories' and authors of literary worts use hi:-torica l facts in fictional works to produce alternati ve histories. Postmodern historical theorists likt Ha~ den White have insisted on writing history using the method of fiction. For the postmodern fic.lioct \\ riters. history is an indispensable element in their works. A host of other emerging historians resort 10 "riting history in the garb of fiction. A number of hybrid forms like historical fiction, fictional histo~. historiographic fiction and many others have cropped up from this lawful liaison between fiction and history. Yet another genre of writing which is fiction and history simultaneously is on th( rise in contemporary Indian literary topography. This paper is an attempt to analyze this new genre, its idiOSyncratic feat-ures and possibilities based on the celebrated work The Last Mughal: The Fall of a d)nasty. Delhi. 1857 by William Dalrymple. 

Key 1111ords- history-facts- objectivity- fiction-reality- subjectivity- narrative- historiography. 
History. Objectivity and the idea of Narrative: 

History in the traditional sense plainly means events that happened sometime in the past and the way it is recorded and preserved. Though apparently innocent this definition hides a number of real issues. Whal is ' past' then and how can ~nyone draw a demarcating line between past and present? And " 'hicb is the best method that could be adopted to record those events which are genera.tty considered as • factual' and to preserve them for futurity? The question of where does this time period of past end and present begin is a perplexing one of rhetorical nature for anyone pondering over: it At ~ point it is past at the next moment it has become present and it is then stretched out into ftliure le.wing iu mari( upon all the intermittent episodes. 
Another major challenge that a writer of history in his / her effort to preserve these vital C\\ffltS. o:mftt,rttJ• il to fi nd an ample method for documenting them without tampering ,ts rltAi.t\klUty''. 

I Factual" ' 
1 i · 11 Y re;ters _to tl~e swc of bein1 ._, or truth fut The ~ • of'f~Uty in a narrative., both r~~i:=;~ ll complex onc tnd {t may aivc rise to q~ af·ontotoglcal anc.t 
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