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(Assistant 
Professor, Department of THS.S.V.Cllege 

EVOlitsT. R. Krisnna Swami er 

Dr. 
Saritha K. S. 

Valayanchirangara, Ernakulam) 

among 
different socio economic groups. The: most 

numerically significant social category which is tradition ally exchude 
marginalized sections of the Kerala society, inequalitywaeth 
ofthis marginalitywhich led to insecurity, injustice and explojit 

and occupations ultimately resulted into socio- economic aepmvation 

Kerala society was a highly stratified with any glaring înequalit, mportant a 
rays onda from the main stream society is called Dalits. Dalits wetc 

in soue 
tion.ta 

denial of basic human rights, lackof access to land andotheton 

nination ofthe dalits through the process of social exclusion and discriming 
An attempt is made in this paper to understand the social mentalind 

1g9h century Malabar society towards dalit and also to examine the won 
of T.R. Krishna Swami Iyer towards the upliftment of dalits. 

Hegemony Is described as a leadership or domination thatis impoei 
Gramsci defined hegemony as political, intellectualand moral leadership 
consisted in the capacity of a that way the leading force ofa colletiwvi 

The dorminant class in Malabar is Brahmins. The position oceupi 
y tne Brahmins in Kerala society was in conformance with the 
system traditionally followed by the Hindus. Its origin can to the Vedas: The Purusha - Sukta hymn in Rig Veda mentions b social classesor varnas1 Besides there is also the nterpretations o 
scriptures by the 'centers ofknowledge and the creationchab 
Wewitness here the confluence of emony employed civilsocietya 

preserves caste anduntouchability, notwithstandingt rsimposs fluidity aft 

including mythologies*which further validate castean gci 
habilin 

different ways with hegemony exercised by the states in a concurrence 

perceive that this hegemonic religious ideology justifies an appar 
immutable stratification of society, hence providinga presence of subaltern groups within the caste system. 

concepts and their different construal trom. ustifies a 

mpossiblenat 

strual from. It appears im 
ga validation tore 
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