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Abstract 

'NATURAL' AS POPULAR: -AN ANALYSIS ,Qp 
THE POPULAR TASTE IN CONTEMPORARY 

CONSUMERIST CULTURE 

GAYATHRI NARAYANAN 
~sistant Professor 

Sree Sankara Vidyapeetom C.Ollege, Sreesankarapuram 
Valayanchirangara, Perumbavoor, Kertda 

Cultural studies as an academic discipline today deals largely with aspects of human life which are well-liked, widely accepted and popular. So the term cultural studies has become synonymous with studies of popular cultu re .Cultural expressions like movies, music, fashion and clothes, sports, advertisements, mass media and food practices are the prominent objects of analysis witlzin tire framework of popular culture theories. A look into the consumer culture (which is also a subculture within the popular culture framework) around Ure globe reveals that there is an increasing fascination towards embracing the natural' or 'organic' in the pro.duds people buy. Th is trend is perceivable all across the globe. Human beings in their evolutionary process IUWt journeyed from being natural to cultural. It is through the practice of discarding raw food and eating cooked !~ that humans have been initiated into the the cultural realm yet now tlzey show this urgency to return to being 'natural'. This_ idea of :natural' has become a detenninedly fundamental aspect of today's consumerist culture. Therefo re this paper 1s an attempt to study this popular facet of the contemporary culture based on tlie con~t 0! 'natural:. The objective of the study is to unravel the politics involved in tliese new cultural practices on the basis of the theories of popular cultu re. Key words; culture-popula t l 1 l . . r, mass, na ura , cu tura , culture industry, mass deception 
Introduction 
Popular culture a d tud · 
t n 5 

ies related to it thrives on the different possibilities of the two erms popular and culture Th 
something wh. h . h . . · e word popular means liked or enjoyed by ma.ny people or ic IS eld m vogue b l · h d is a term wh· h 1 :i Y a arge group of people .Culture on the other · an · ic e uc es the poss·bT too<1· only through th . 

1 1 
ity of a clear defini tion. The word could be unde:rs : e use of multiple definitions. . , . . 
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